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Cheddar is famous for its cheese, 
but one of the biggest attractions  
for visitors is the natural phenome-
non of Britain’s largest gorge. The 
Cheddar Yeo in Gough’s Cave (ched-
dargorge.co.uk) is Britain’s biggest
underground river, and the Gorge
Cliffs are the highest inland lime-
stone cliffs.

Other highlights include two stun-
ning National Trust properties: 
Clevedon Court, one of the oldest 

manor houses in England dating 
from the 14th Century, and Tyntes-
field, a spectacular Victorian Gothic 
Revival house with gardens  
and parkland. 

Sights are ‘thick sown’ in the county 
of Nottinghamshire, wrote the great 
English man of letters Horace Wal-
pole, who was astonished at the 
great number of fine stately homes
set in substantial parks.

It is still something of a rural para-
dise with plenty for visitors to enjoy:
from admiring those ducal estates
of the north, to exploring the Stilton

One day in Notts, home of the 
ducal estates, is never enough
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dairies in the south and visiting 
pretty market towns bordered by 
rich farmland. 

From dairies serving homemade 
ice cream in an array of flavours, to 
stunning snowdrop displays, rural 
Nottinghamshire is easily accessi-
ble and full of experiences for peo-
ple to enjoy at their own pace. 

The north is home to a rural area 
known as the Dukeries, made up of 
a number of former ducal estates. 
The area benefits from open coun-
try spaces, artisan produce, B&Bs, 
luxury hotels and friendly pubs.

The Welbeck Estate is home to an 
artisan food school, dairy, bakery, 
brewery, farm shop, cafe and art 
gallery. A beautiful walk from here 
takes you to Creswell Crags – a lime-
stone gorge that is home to Ice Age 
art. Stay nearby at the award-win-
ning Browns B&B, just one of many 
in the area.

Clumber Park is a former estate of 
the Dukes of Newcastle, now run by 
the National Trust. With 3,800 acres 
of woodland and parkland, you can 
explore on foot or hire a bicycle to 
discover this special piece of coun-
tryside. While here, pay a visit to the 
four-acre Victorian walled kitchen  
garden, and discover rare varieties 
of fruit and more than 100 varieties 
of rhubarb. You can also enjoy tea or 
lunch at Barkers restaurant, which 
uses produce from the garden. 

Thoresby estate is home to an art 
gallery and museum, and hosts farm-
ers’ markets. Explore the grounds 
and stay there at the Sherwood Hide-
away Cabins or at the luxury 
Thoresby Hall Hotel and Spa. 

For the perfect rural escape  
discover the wonderful market 
towns of Henley-on-Thames, Abing-
don and Wallingford. 

Other popular destinations include 
Burford, Woodstock and Bampton, 
the latter a must for fans of TV’s 
Downton Abbey as this is where 
they film the village scenes. 

New in 2013 are a number of 
id d l l h

Home of TV’s fictional detectives 
Morse and Lewis – and much more
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guided cycle tours to explore the 
excellent cycle routes on the Ridge-
way National trail and paths along 
the Oxford Canal. 

Most of the market towns are con-
nected by public footpaths and the 
county is also crossed by several 
long-distance paths. Public trans-
port is excellent across the county.

A key attraction is the food and 
drink in the countryside. Wychwood 
and Hook Norton are two award-
winning local breweries.  

For a treat, head to Le Manoir aux 
Quat’saisons, the award-winning 
hotel and restaurant  created by  
celebrated chef Raymond Blanc. 
Situated in the picturesque village 
of Great Milton, it is renowned for 
offering one of Britain’s finest gas-
tronomic experiences. 

Located in the heart of England, this 
area is rich in heritage and awash 
with natural beauty.

Close to London and Birmingham, 
it offers buildings of honey-col-
oured stone and beautiful country-
side; the towns and villages are all 
lively and individual, each has its 

Easy to get to but different
enough to surprise
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own character, a programme of  
special events and living traditions. 

As well as the bustling market 
towns of Burford, Chipping Norton, 
Witney and Woodstock, the area 
boasts many fine attractions, 
including Blenheim Palace, a 
number of award-winning pubs  
and restaurants and a tempting 
array of independent shops, all  
set in an Area of Outstanding  
Natural Beauty, whose rolling  
hills and secluded river valleys  
are perfect for walks and cycle 
rides.

Use the website to book accommo-
dation in Burford, for example, or to 
find things to see and do in Chipping 
Norton, to search for events in Wit-
ney or for somewhere to eat in 
Woodstock. 

Visit the Peak District and discover 
a spectacular landscape in one of 
the most inspiring parts of Britain. 

Whether you choose to stay in a 
fine hotel, a great-value guest house 
or B&B, a cosy self-catering cottage 
or a camping and caravan site, you’ll 
find that the area is a special place 
for a short break.

Hit the heights and drink in the 
home of Last Of The Summer Wine
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It is the country’s first national 
park – an ideal location for a great 
escape – and closer to London (91 
minutes by train) than you think. 

Whatever your passion, from 
browsing in bustling market towns 
and quiet villages to feasting on 
fine, locally produced food and 
drink, there’s no better place to 
relax and recharge. 

Specially protected landscapes 
provide superb backdrops and 
explain the area’s starring role in 
many films and TV productions, 
such as Last Of The Summer Wine. 
Along with historic houses and  
glorious gardens, the area has fas-
cinating traditions such as well 
dressing – where wells and springs 
are decorated with flower petals.

Shakespeare’s England is an ideal 
rural escape with a host of attrac-
tions, historic buildings, stately 
homes and award-winning village 
pubs offering traditional ales, foods, 
roaring fires and music.

There are also wonderful undis-
covered towns brimming with shops 
and local produce, and a patchwork 
of rivers and canals criss-crossing 
the region. 

Stratford-upon-Avon and Warwick 
are surrounded by some of the most 
beautiful historic countryside that 
England has to offer. 

Visit pretty market towns such as 
Alcester, Henley-in-Arden, Ship-
ston-on-Stour and Southam on the 
i

Play out your dreams in 
the home of the Bard 

SHAKESPEARE’S 
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